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• Built in 1730 in Hanover Four Corners, Massachusetts and belonged to the Collamore 
Family

• George A. Richardson moved the home from Massachusetts to Plandome Manor in 
1923, ten years prior to the Village’s incorporation

• The home was brought by boat and rebuilt on Circle Drive

• An addition and gabled roof were added when the house was rebuilt in its new location 

• The reconstruction of this home gained a lot of attention in the press

• The experiment was considered an “extraordinary feat” and was such a success that Mr. 
Richardson brought another home from New England and placed it in Great Neck

• The Richardson House in Plandome Manor is the oldest New England home on Long 
Island

• It is one of the oldest homes in the Village of Plandome Manor

• The home has been meticulously cared for and remains in pristine condition with many 
of its original features intact

History
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The Richardson Home Today



Proposed Plans for the Richardson House



Proposal to Save the Richardson House

• After the home was sold to a developer, a private individual contacted the Village Office about moving 
the home outside the Village

• At the Board of Trustees meeting on November 16, 2021 this individual addressed the Board and 
informed the Village that moving the home outside the Village was not feasible

• In December 2021, a group of professionals volunteered to explore ways to save the Richardson House
• This group includes local architects, a representative from Preservation Long Island, and Plandome 

Manor residents
• The group met with historic preservation specialists to determine the feasibility of moving the 

home
• Plans and measurements of the existing conditions were completed pro bono

• After assessing the condition of the home, it was determined that the home can be moved but it must 
be within close proximity due to transportation restrictions

• The Village-owned lot on Circle Drive is within a reasonable distance for the home to be moved
• Plans were drafted for the potential of using the Richardson House as a Village Hall

• To date, all work in connection with this proposal has been done pro bono. The Village has not spent a 
single dollar on this proposal

• This meeting is the first time the Board of Trustees will discuss the proposed plan



Proposed Plot Plan

• Placement of the Richardson home on the Village lot 
meets all Zoning requirements and does not require a 
variance

• The lot is in the R15 Zone and its size is 14,935 SF 
• The allowable Building Coverage for the lot is 20% 

(2,987 SF). The Richardson House Building Coverage is 
12% (1,890 SF). No change to this is planned.

• The allowable Floor Area for the lot is 4,240 SF.  The 
Richardson House is 2,389 SF.  No change to this is 
planned.

• The allowable Height for the lot is 35’.  The 
Richardson House is 19’-6”.  No change to this is 
planned.

• The home fits all setbacks as per the Village’s Zoning 
Code

• The Richardson House complies with the Sky 
Exposure Plan for both side yards, front and rear 
yards.

• The path to the LIRR platform will be maintained
• One single curb cut and driveway leading to 5 parking 

spaces behind the building is proposed.



Interior Plans- First Floor
• All access to the building would be through the 

rear
• Village Clerk’s office, Treasurer’s office, Board 

Room, and extra office proposed for first floor
• No access through the “front door”
• No change to the footprint or size
• Minimal interior alterations would include:

• Knocking out two bathrooms and one 
bedroom to make a larger meeting room

• Making first floor bathroom ADA compliant
• No alterations to original 1700s portion of the 

home
• Path to the LIRR platform and public space to be 

maintained
• Access to the building from the VPM LIRR lot for 

night meetings and additional parking



Interior Plans- Second Floor
• No interior alterations to the second floor
• Building Department, Mayor’s office, and extra 

office proposed for second floor

Building Department and Board Process:
• This plan requires no variances. This application 

will not go the Board of Zoning and Appeals

• This plan will go before the Design Review Board
• A landscape plan will be prepared pro bono
• Notices to residents will be sent out via 

registered mail

Landmark Preservation:
• If the building is moved it will be submitted to the 

Design Review Board for landmark status through 
the Village’s Landmark Preservation Code

• Landmarking through the Village’s code will allow 
for stipulations to be put in place to prevent future 
changes or expansions to the building

• Historic preservation grants will be available to the 
Village for future maintenance and repairs 



Landscape Plan
• Landscape plan prepared by the 

Laurel Group pro bono
• This plan will be submitted to the 

Design Review Board for review 
and approval

• Any plantings  that can be 
preserved from the old property 
will also be moved to the new 
location



Current Village Office

• The Village currently rents office space outside the Village
• The Village spends $55,000 per year on rent and taxes
• The Village’s lease will need to be renegotiated
• The current office does not have adequate space for three employees or to house files, including building 

files
• The Village has explored option of paying for off-site secure storage for files

• The Village has three employees:
• One full time Village Clerk (five days a week)
• One part time Deputy Clerk/Treasurer (three days a week)
• One part time Building Inspector (three days a week)

• Main functions of the Village Office
• The Village Office is there to serve residents of the Village. The overwhelming majority of visitors to the 

office are residents of Plandome Manor
• The Village Office has very little foot traffic with an average of two visitors per day
• Building Department- reviews plans, issue permits, inspects all projects, and houses all building files
• Clerk’s office- handles all administrative matters, records management,  and constituent issues
• Treasurer’s office- handles all financial matters, oversees Village’s budget and pays monthly invoices



Village Halls in Neighboring Villages
Village Offices in residential neighborhoods

• Village of Plandome

• Village of Munsey Park

• Village of Russell Gardens

• Village of Kensington

• Village of Great Neck

• Village of Great Neck Estates

• Village of Roslyn Estates

• Village of Flower Hill

Many Villages in our area use old homes

as offices in residential neighborhoods


